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UNITY OF SHABBOS IN OUR CITY

As per the instructions of the Rabbonim of our city

In light of the Coronavirus all over the whole world, which has affected so many, livelihoods have been
diminished and no one knows what tomorrow will bring. People are in confinement and are experiencing
great fear. We are all pained that in our community, both in Eretz Yisrael and the United States, this sickness
is beginning to spread very quickly. We’ve also now heard of many cases in our city of Montreal. Hashem
should cure them and may they have a speedy recovery.

Therefore, we are informing each individual, that besides the obligation which we all have to increase
repentance, the study of Torah, keeping of the Mitzvos and doing good deeds, it has been decided to UNIEY
THE ENTIRE CITY with everyone taking upon themselves to do the following.

1. Every person in our city, men, women, and children shall accept upon themselves Shabbos, 18
minutes prior to the allotted time (6:50pm). The women shall light candles for Shabbos Kodesh, no
later than 6:30pm.

2. After the lighting of the candles, everyone in the household, shall gather to say, the fourth book of
Tehillim (17 psalms from chapters 90-106 inclusive), after that everyone shall say the prayer of
Acheinu.
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“Our Brothers, the entire family of Klal Yisrael, who are in distress and captivity,
whether they are on sea or dry land, may Hashem have mercy on them and remove them
from distress to relief, from darkness to light, from subjugation to Redemption, now,
speedily, and soon, and let us all say Amen!”

The Holy Shabbos is there to provide our souls with light and to bring Blessing into our houses. May no
pandemic come into our midst or our streets. In the merit and awakening of our souls, and enjoying the
reflection of Hashem’s Majesty, this particular Shabbos, in the portion of the week where Moshe Rabbeinu
stands and unites all of Israel, and implores them to keep the Holy Shabbos.

May it be the wish of our Father in heaven, that in the merit of being careful and adding minutes onto the
Holy Shabbos, and in the merit of our many Prayers, and in the merit of the unity within the entire
community, may we, together with all of Israel, wherever they may be, be saved from this pandemic and
from all the other sufferings and pains that are experienced in the days of Moshiach.

May we merit to the true new light, which will shine on Zion, with the coming of Moshiach and the building
of the Third Bais HaMikdash (Temple), speedily in our days.

Rabbi Benjamin Weiss Rabbi Saul Emanuel
Chief Rabbi of Montreal Executive Director
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